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N EL . * WIN N. 
H E Lives of thoſe who have acted 
a conſpicuous Part on the Theatre 


of Life, particularly ſuch as 


have riſen from low Stations to - ſhine in 
Courts, muſt naturally carry in them a 


Variety of Incidents, as they could not, but 
with much Difficulty, ſurmount the Em- 
barraſſments which Malice and Envy con- 


tinually oppoſe to a riſing Name. As in the 


World of Ambition there ariſe an unnum- 


berable Train of Circumſtances which Cu- 
rioſity excites Poſterity to know of the 
Herpes of old; ſo in the amorous World 


— — 
= ——— —— — 
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poſſible, and early implant in her Mind 2 


. i 's 2 ! 
there muſt likewiſe intervene betwixt the 
felt Dawning of Beauty, and the complete 


Conqueſts which ſuperior Charms malte * 


over the Minds of Men, a Variety of Hopes - 
and Fears, Diſappointments and Succefles, 


by which the Paſſions, and the Workings 


of the human Heart are defineated, and by 
which the Mind is naturally excited to 
contemplate itſelf, and examine into the 
human Breaſt with tlie ſtricteſt Scrutiny. 
The celebrated Courtezan, the Memoirs 
of whoſe Life T am abont to diſcloſe 
from Materials as unxeceptionable as the; 
Diſtance of Time, and the Nature. her 
Station can be ſuppoſed to afford; fromyfow 


| Degree of an Orange Wench, role lo be 


the Miſtreſs of a Monarch, and diſpenſe the 
Favours of a Prince with'an unſparing Hand. 
Elan Gwinn was the Daughter of a 
Tradeſman in mean Circumſtances, who | 
could afford to beſtow but a flender 
Education upon her, but who took 72 


ta introduce her into, as good Compan 


Senſe of Virtue and Delicacy, the 
e of which” ſhe was not long in 


Parting with,” without The NELLA of 
1 loſing 


wy, 
+. 


DEE i ) : 
loſing the latter. She no ſooner became. | 
conſcious of her own Charms, than he, | 
ſolicited her Father. to permit her to go. 
into. the World under the Protection of a 
Lady, where ſhe imagined, that her Beauty 
would ſoon raiſe Admirers, and by having 


an Opportunity of a more unreſtrained and. 


free Behaviour, ſhe was not without Ho 
of making her Fortune, at the Expence 91 
ſome amorous Viſiter of the Lady, in whole, 
Houſe ſhe was to live as an upper Servant. 
This Reqneſt her Father readily gran ted, tho” 

it was not long till he had . to repent 
gf it. Mr, Deviel, a Counſellor at Law. *, 


' from whom a celebrated Family now flou- 


riſhing, is deſcended, no ſooner laid Eyes 
on Nell, than he began to cariceive a violeny 
Paſſion for her, and his Hopes of Succeſs 
were inflamed from the 8 Oppor+ 
tunities he had of converſing with her, and 
the. Degree of her Station, which he imas - 
pipes. would expaſe her to che Tempta- 


* '* The Reader 3s defied to taks Notes l 
Name will often be made uſe of in this Word, to pre- 
went the bnpanatian of perſonal Slander; or-giving Offence 


F 
trigued, 


8 Ego (he 5 Sp. 
L tion 


" (4) 
tion of the Money, in Price of Her 


| Virtue, In this Mr. Devie] imagined right; 


for had his Paſſjon been leſs violent, 'and 
not overcome bis Reafon, it is Proba- 
ble, that he might ſoon have triumphed 
in rhe Arms of Nell, at no very great Ex-. 
pence; but unlucky for him, he made a 
Declaratlon of his Paſſion; and an Attempt 


on her Virtue much at the fame Time, 
| However ſtriking Mr. Dewviel's s Perſon might 


be, whatever 55 8 plendor of his A ppear- 


ance, Nell had nat yet conceived any vio- 
Tent Liking to him, nor' was © diſpoſed” to 


graft him any Favours, but from Motives 


| of Intereſt ? An Attempt thereſore, on the 


Virtue of a Girl, who ſcarce had Time to 
ſwallow the Bait af Flattery, ot toſbe ſagth. 
ed by Tendernefs into Compliance, Was 
not likely to prove ſucceſsful ; Nell made 


a vigorous Reſiſtance, and alerts the 

| Houſe with het Sb, in ſo terrible _ a 
manner, that the Lady, "whoſe Viſiter 
Mr. Deyiel was, became acquainted. with 

| it; and as ſhe herſelf, being a Widow, of 
erg of fifty, had a Kindneſs ſor Mr. 


Deviel, from that Moment conceived, from 
Principles of Jealouſy, an Ayerſion to "Nell 
| and 


„ß . "Ons 


r 0 EOS. © 


> $ 1 : 
and in few Days turned hor out ol het ; 


Houſe. 


Nell thus 1 had nothing*but her 


_ Virtue to comfort her; ſhe met from her 
-Father with a very cold Reception, for the 


good Man was made acquainted with the 


Story by the Lady herſelf, who told him, 


that his Daughter was al ready debauched, 


5 and that ſhe oed her Ruin to her own 
| Vanity; that her Fondnaſs of herſelf, and her 
| © inordinatePride, blown up by a Conſciouſ- 


neſs of ſome little Beauty, made the Girl 


quite diſtracted, and ftrenuouſly adviſed 

. him to ſend Nell into the Country, to 
wean her from Flattery, and cure her 4 < 
Self- conceit; and for this Purpoſe ſhe 

ten Guineas inte his Hand. The Cott 

of this Lady ſhews what cruel Injuſtice 
they, who are Rivals, are capable of in- 
. flicting on one another; for, the Obſcu- 
rity of Nelf's Birth, and the Indigence of 
| her Circumſtances, could not protect her 


from this Lady's Perſecution, who ſaw no 


other Fault in her but her Beauty. Her 
«Af Father was obſtinate, and threatened” to 


abandon Nell for ever, if ſhe did not con- 
* to go into Torkſhire and live with her 
9 Aunt, 


Terms as both of them could well afford to 


entertain ſome Thoughts of yielding it, ra- 
ther than to be ſent to the Country, to livo 
in Obſcurity. and contract ruſtic Habits, 
by which ſhe would loſe all Power of pleaſ- 
ing for ever; but how to yield it with a 2 
good Grace, or make it turn out th, her 
Emolument, was with Nell a Matter of 
ferious Conſideration. She had ohſerred 
bow gayly many Ladies lived, who had 
po other Means of ſupporting, their Gran- 
deur, but by making ſuch Conceſſions o 
Men of Fortune, and ſtipulating ſuch 


caraply with; and as ſhe was ffenſible that 
many ſucceeded upon the Town, with half 


| her Accompliſhments, the began. to deſpils. 


al Thoughts of going into dhe County; 
and told, her Father, that he ae aban - 
don 


Ul 
a k 


e 
ben ber „be d, but dhe, for her 
Part, Was firmly reſolved vever to abandotr 
the Town. In this Delimma the caſt her 
Eye upon the Stage, and as her Perſon was 
adinirably calculated to inſpire Paffion, the | 
imagined, If ſhe was arrayed in the Pomp. 
of Tragedy Heroines, her Figure alone, 
without any theatrical Requiſites, would 
make her paſs upon the Town,'or, at leaft, 
if te could not wear the Buſkin with Suc- 
ceſs, ſhe could fee no Objection to het ap- 
pearing as a Lady in waiting, or one of the 
Maids of the Bedchamber to the Queens of 
the Stage. This Thought filled her wich 
Rapture Lovers, Fame, Pleaſure and Gal- 
lantry crowded on her Fancy ; ſhe ſoon be- 
-came a Queen in Imagination, though ſhe 
never once dreamed of becoming in reality, 
if not a Queen, a leaſt the Miſtreſs of a Mo- 
narch, and being filled with that Kind of 
Royalty, which is more fubſtantial than a 
two Hours Glitter on the Stage. 

Warm with theſe Expectations, ſhe coi- 
ceived one of the boldeſt Schemes à Girl f 
her Education could poſſibly imagine. 
She left her Father's Houſe, took a private 
Lodging genteely furniſhed, and, as her 


3 


Appearance was 1 0 ſhe paſſed for 4 
young Lady juſt come from the Country: 
In this Retirement ſhe applied herſelf to 
reading Plays, and having a little Money, 
which the Lady ſhe lived with allowed as 
Wages, and ten Guineas which Mr. Deviel 
had made her a Preſent of in Hopes of her 
future Favours, ſhe went very often to the 
Play, and took in as many Ideas of thea- 
trical Action as ſhe could "poſſibly treaſure 
in her Mind. After living a Month or two 
in this Manner, ſhe wrote a Letter to Mr. 
Betterton, inviting him to her Lodgings, to 
whom ſhe diſcloſed her Scheme of cotn- 
ing on the Stage, and deſired. he might 
give his Opinion of her Powers in Recita- 
tion. He told her plainly, that ſhe was not 
tat for the Stage, though the ſeemed 
do have a Genius that way, and adviſed her 
to proſecute ſome other Scheme of Liveli- 
hood. Unlucky for Miſs Gwinn, Mr. Bet- 
forton was not amorous, or at leaſt, conceived 
no. Paſſion for her, for ſhe was in Hopes 
of operating upon the Mannagers by her 
Face and Perſon, as well as her Voice and 
Action. Her Scheme being ſo far defeated, 
5 and her Money diminiſhing apace, ſhe be- 


1 * 
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gan to be 1 leſt Poverty ſhould over- 
take her, and in Place of bringing her Vir- 
ginity to a good Market, ſhe ſhould be 


obliged to turn Proſtitute for Bread; and that 
too, without any Proſpects of Advantage, 


or riſing in the World; for ſhe was born, 
not more with a Love of Pleaſure, than of 


Diſtinction. In this Dilemma ſhe quitted 
her gay Apartments, and rigged herfelf in 
the Habit of thoſe Girls who attend the 


Playhouſe, and ſell Oranges: However 


wild this Project may ſeem to the genera- 


lity of Readers, I know not, if it was poſ- 


ſible to conceive a more likely way of in- 


| troducing herſelf into the World. 


Nell was abnndantly conſcious of her 
own Charms, and as Beauty in low Sta- 
tions is apt to ſtrike more, on Account of 
its centring in a Perſon, on whom Fortune 


has beſtowed no Advantages, as every one 
who contemplates it, immediately conceives 


Hopes of Poſſeſſion; ſo, by theſe Means, 


the Obje& becomes, at leaſt, more popular, 
and receives a greater Number of proffeſſed 
Gallants, . Beauty. i in high Life may charm. 


but at the ſame time it awes; while Beauty 


in * 0a Life charms. and invites: This 


2 | proved 
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proved Net's Caſe exactly; no ſooner had 
ſhe appeared in the Pit and behind the 


Scenes with her Oranges, than the Eyes 


of the Players, and thoſe ſparkiſh Gentle- 


men who frequent the Theatres were fixed 
upon her, all anxious to know the Story, 
and Birth of the handſome Orange Wench. 


Mr. Berterton, who ſoon knew her in her 


Diſguiſe, ſeemed. aſtoniſhed at her Reſo- 


lution, and began to form great Expecta- 
tions from one, whoſe Propan to the 


Stage was ſo violent as to excite her to ap- 
pear in ſo low a Character, for the Sake 
of acquiring Inſtruction: He adviſed her to 
continue her Manner of Life for ſome time, 


and appointed one of his Subalterns to pay 


her frequent Viſits, and initiate her in the 


Principles of playing. This Subaltern was 
himſelf a promiſing Genius, he had made 


a rapid Progreſs on the Stage, and was held 
in Eſteem, not only for his preſent Ac- 


compliſhments, but for the Attainments he 
Was likely ſoon to be Maſter of: He was 


of a Conſtitution ſanguine and amorous, 


he felt the Paſſions he repreſented; and & 


Love is inſeparable from a Heart capable 


of _—_” Senſations, fo it is not to be 


doubted, 


Cn ) 
doubted, but he made ſome Advances to 
Nell, and ſome Propoſals, with which, if 
ſhe complied, ſhe would have an Oppor- 
tunity of reliſhing thoſe overwhelming 
Tranſports, which Poets have diſplayed 
with ſuch laviſh Deſcriptions, and Players 
have uttered in all the — of Ng 


Lovers. 
Nell heard his Propoſals withene Re- 


ſentment, for the wiſhed for nothing ſo 
much as an Occaſion of charming one who 
could, by any Means, aſſiſt her in thea- 
trical Improvements. 
The Player was tranſported with the 
Hopes of poſſeſſing Nell; and as he was 
really in Love, he may be ſuppoſed to have 
uttered his amorous Parts to her with more 
than ordinary Languiſhment, and have 
filled her Boſom with' the moſt delicate and 
tender Senſibility. He prevailed upon her 
to quit her Profeſſion of Orange-felling ; 
and though Players then did not attain to 
ſo high a Pinnacle of Wealth as in modern 
Times, yet he offered to ſhare his Salary 
with her, and to live with her with that 
Conſtancy and Freedom which a Huſband 
is bound in Honour to live with his Wife, 
C = "2: 0M 
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5 this pleaſing Tranquility, for ſome. 
time, did the theatrical Lovers enjoy them 
ſelves, The Player had no greater Plea- 
ſure than in inſtructing and pleaſing her, 
and ſhe no higher Felicity than in receiving 
Inſtruction and Addreſſes of Paſſion. As 
yet ſhe had not yielded, for ſome time 
muſt be ſpent in Courtſhip, in the Inquie- 
tudes of Love, in vowing and ſighing, be- 
fore even the moſt amorous Female can be 
wheedledout of her Chaſtity; ; and indeed the 
Difficulty of conquering - is more than re- 
paid by the Overflow of Joy which Frui- 
tion yields to delicate Jnamorata's. There 
is ſomething wonderfully delightful, in the 
Contemplation of paſt Hardſhips; He 
who has long groaned under the,Frowns 
and Perſecutions of Fortune, has k tenfold 
1 Reliſh of the Pleaſures of. Competence; 

| i and the Genera}, who after a long Siege, 


11 enters the City, contemplates both the City 
| k ——— Inhabitants, who bravely defended it, 
: He double Veneration. As it holds in 
5 civil and military Life, ſo it holds in Love; 


| | the many amorous Struggles, the waking 
| J En Nights, the tormenting Dreams, the Soli- 
| We: itunes and Fears, cuſh into the Imagina- 
| | don, 


| 0 43 o 
tion, ind when diff pated by the Proſpect 
of immediate Enjoyment, leave a Serenity 


behind, which a Lover only knows While 


he finks into the Arms of his Miſtreſs with 
heightened Appetites, and revels there with 
inexpreſſible Tranſports. Such like Plea- 
ſures ſeemed: to be waiting for Miſs Gwinn 
and her Lover; but unluckily for him, a 

- Spoiler, intervened, and ſnatched from his 
' whetted Appetite the Fruits he had been 
ſo long preparing to taſte. The Virginity 
of Nell was deſtined to another, ahd he 
| 'who leaſt deſerved the Favour, by Violence 
| ſnatched it from her. One Day, when 
ſhe was ſeeing her Lover perform the Part 
on the Stage, in which he moſt ſucceded, 


Creon, in Dryden's Oedipus, a Gentleman 


ſtept into the ſame Box, in all the Splen- 
dor of a conſummate Beau, and gently 
whiſpered a Compliment in- her Ear; ſhe 


was not long in recollecting her old Ac-- 


quaintance Devel, and as ſhe could not be 
ignorant of his Scheme, and the Purpoſe 
of his coming, ſhe behaved with Reſerve 
and Coldneſs; ſhe appeared quite engaged 
with the Play, and heard his Proteſtations 
with that Indiffercnce that we naturally 
| hear 


a4 Tn > 
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hear Compliments from thoſe we hate, or 


Hazards, to carry it into Execution: He 


out of the Playhouſe, to have her taken hold 


ſhe had Leiſure to reflect on the Inſult, 
and recover the Perturbation of her Spirits, 


attended with Mr, Deviel, who was earneſt. 


With Reſentment, ſhe reproached him for 


' Gratitude ta the Player, who had ſo pa- 


he was about to pluck. by Force; armed 
her Fury, and furniſhed her Tongue with 


wan 


(14) 


of whoſe Judgment we have no Opinion. 
Mr. Deviel was too well acquainted in the 
Ways of Womankind to be much diſcou- 
ch by this Reſerve; his Scheme was 
already formed, and he was reſolved, at all 


preſſed her to take an Airing with him in 
his Chariot, which ſhe abſolutely refuſed, 
but he found Means, the Moment ſhe ſept 


of by Perſons hired on purpoſe, and before 


ſhe found herſelf half way at Richmong, 


ly preſſing her Hand, and looking the 
Language of ineffable Paſſion. n | 
dhe began now to think of his Treachery 


this, as well as his former Behaviour; and 


tiently waited for the Flower, which 


ſharp Invectives; De viel, heedleſs of her 
Clamours, drove to Uu rer and placed 
ber 


„ 


wy wit k 
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und, and by her Spies and Emiſſaries, got 
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her fafe in the Houſe of Mrs. Crefieold, a 
Lady, who is celebrated by the Wits of 


| thoſe Times for aſſiſting young Gentlemen 


in the Affairs of Love, and is particularly 

en in one of Ofway's Epilogues. 
This old ſuperannuated Courtezan was 

refident during the Winter- ſeaſon in Town, 


and during the Summer, ſhe retired into 


the Country, to provide commodious Re- 


ception for the Right Honourables, who 


kept a very wide Intelligence over all Eng- 


Account of every rifing Beauty, for whoſe 
Virtue Mrs. Creſwold never failed to lay 
Snares. In ſhort, ſhe was in the luxurious 
Reign of Charles the IId, what Mother 
Da in out refined, and till more 
licentious Generation. Nell had Penetra- 


Von enough to foreſce the Event of this 
— Ofage; and doubted not, but, few a Hours 
would produce her Ruin, and that the Sun 
would ſoon ſet on her Virginity, to riſe 
again no more. As ſhe dreaded, ſo it 


Fell out; Deviel, who, during the whole 
Evening, preſſed her with Compliments, 
_ TINS and Flattery. z at Ln 
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the Flower of Chaſtity, and revelling one 
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1 
told her, that he hoped ſhe would be 
reconciled to her Fate, for that Ni ight 
he was reſolved to poſſeſs her in Spite . | 
all the Reſiſtance ſhe was capable of mak- 
ing. Upon hearing this, a Woman, in 
whoſe Heart Virtue had taken a firm;Root, 
and who ſees nothing ſo. dreadful as Loſs 
of her Innocence, would have fainted 
away, Nell was not ; difcompoſed - to 
any extraordinary. Degree; ſhe: did not 
indeed love Deviel, and would much rather 
have conſecrated her ultimate Favour to 
another, but then ſhe ſaw nothing terrible 


in the Event; for ſuch is the Difference | 
betwixt thoſe who are chaſte from Prin- 


eiples of Honour, and thoſe ho are chaſte 


for Convenience, from Pride h Ambition. 


Deviel that Night lay in the Arms of 
Miſs Gioinn, and not fatisfied With blaſting 


Night in the Extafy of a luſcious — 
he continued at Mrs. Creſwald's near a Fort- 
night; in the ſtated Repetition: of the ſame 
Joys. During the Abſence of Miſs Guinn, 
n Reader, who has been in Love, may 

gine the Diſtraction of the Player's 

de; LY Was plunged + in the vp Lake - 


8 Y of 


„ 
of Jealouſy, that tormenting Fury took 
Poſſeſſion of his Soul, tore his Boſom to 


Pieces, prey d on his Vitals, and ſunk him 


in inexpreſfible Wretchedneſs ; for ſure 


there is no Pain on Earth ſo emblematical 


of thoſe Racks which divine Ven geance has 
decreed to fall upon the Guilty in another 
Life, than this unſufferable, this overwhelm- 
ing Anguiſh. He obſerved that Miſs had 
dreſt herſelf that Day with unuſual Gaicty, 
he law the Lover enter the Box, every thing 
conſpired. to confirm him in her Revolt; 
and tho he loved her with the moſt doating 
Fondneſs, his Rage pour'd a thouſand Curſes 


on her Head, and thoſe Hands with which 


he had ſo oft claſped her Waiſt, and preſs'd 
her Boſom with all the Thrillings of De- 
fire,” would have now tore her falſe Heart 
out, and deformed that inchanting Face, 
which had bewitched him to his undoing. . 
Time and Abſence, the ſovereign Balms 
of Love, at laſt produced ſome Serenity in 
this Lover's Breaſt; he began to deſpiſe his 
Miſtreſs, as a Strumpet, tho he could not 


| help adoring her as a Woman. 


Half a Year elapſed before Miss Gwine 


110 2 public fern again in the World, 
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gree than he had formerly done. 


a fine Actreſs, as a fine Woman. Tho” ſhe 


| 855 no Man in the full Exerciſe of his Rea- 
- _ . fon, can ſet the Excellencies of Poetry and 


Las s known, that a Player more than a Poet 


(+) 1 
ind ſhe began likewiſe to forget her formet 
Tenderneſs for the Player; for ſuch it ſeems 
is the Heart of Woman, that a Variety 
of Lovers bewilders her Affections, and 
the can fix them no here while ſhe is 
a Slave to Admiration. During this Recefs 
from publick Life, it is reaſonable to ſup- 
that Nell was under the Protection of 
il, who, as he indulged her Pride with 
extravagant Gaicties, and as he could ſupply 
every other Want, -it may be ſuppoſed he 
began to ſhew her Affection to a greaterDe- , 


Whether by the Interpoſition of 'Deviel, 
6r by what other Means is unknown, but 
Net! next Seaſon made her Entry upon the 
stage, with very great Eclat, not ſo much as 


oertamly had a violent Paſſion for the Stage, 
yet by her Succeſs, there we naturally dif- 
cern the great Difference there ſometimes | 
is betwixt Propenſity and Genius. 

A Player, like a Poet, . miſt be bn and 


Playing upon an etual Footing ; yet it never 
. e 
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could be formed. He ads born with 


great Advantages from Nature ; he muſt 
have a Heart capable of ſtrong Feeling, a 
happy Elocution, a Dignity, of Perſon and 
no inconſiderable Compaſs of Underſtand- 
ing to diſplay the different Paſſions which 
the Soul of Man, and throw a pro- 
per Gracefulneſs into the whole of . De- 
portment. 

Miſs Gwinn never was ated. fog 3 
fine Actreſs; her great Power lay in ſpeak» 


ing an Epilogue, and expoſing any. Charac- 


ters of Vanity, with a ftriking Air of Coy 
$ and Levity. : 

When Nell appeared on the Theatre at 
Dorſet-Garden, her old Lover betook him 
ſelf to the other Houſe; he had wrought up 
his Mind to an Indifference about her, and 
called in his Pride to help him to deſpiſe her, 
—To: what Wretchedneſs would Man be 


expoſed, if one Paſſion did not ſucceed an- 


other? the moſt ardent and ſincere Lover 
may be ſo uſed by the Inſolence of his Miſ- 


treſs, as not to be capable of containing his 


Reſentment. Love is of a reciprocal Na- 
ture; it demands Returns of Fondneſs, and 
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50 one can love the Woman long whom he 
his Reaſon to believe deſpiſes his Addreſſes, 

Thot Miſs Ginn had no Contempt for 


her old Lover, yet ſhe maintained an Indif- 
. ference, which, on his Side, was naturally 


enough conſtrued into Ingratitude and Ne- 
glect. It was not long till Mr. Deviel be- 


gan to feel, to his Experience, that Con- 


ſtancy is no more to be expected in a Miſ- 
treſs, than good Senſe in a Fop; for tho' it 
Is faid, that there i is no Rule without Excep- 


tion, yet to this, 1 ee few on be 


Pleaded. - 
Lord Rupert, one of the mot li No- 


blemen of the Age in which he lived, fell 


deſperately i in Love with Mis Gwoinn, and 
as his Fortune was great, his Perſon ſtriking, | 


wa his Addreſs. bewinking,” the began to 


ſee no Excellencies in Devel, and th transfer | 
his fine Qualities into the Perſon of Lord 


| Rupert; the inconſtant Coquet ſoon made 
ſuch Conceſſions to Rupert, that he was con- 
vinced he need only preſs hard, and carry 
the Prize. There is not perhaps one Paſ- 


fon in the human Soul, that rouſes the 


Principles of Action to fo violent a Degree 


as Love. * was naturally indolent, 
Fo, | re 
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heedleſs, and voluptuous: He had froth 


Nature ſhining Powers, fuch as might have 


ſteer'd the Helm of Government, and con- 
ducted a reeling State; but theſe were · ſuf⸗ | 
fered to languiſh in InaRivity, while his 


Time glided away in a kind of fluggiſh Re. 
: But no ſooner did a Miſtreſs inter- 


vene thab: he was all Soul and Fire; he 


dangled after her, formed Schemes, defeated 
Oppoſition, and triumphed at laſt. 
Lord Rupert for ſome time lived in the 
peaceful Poſſeſſion of Nell, *till another un- 
lucky Amour put an End to it for ever. 

The Earl of Meredith, his Lordſhip's 
Friend, with whom he had lived in the 
ſtricteſt Intimacy, much about that Time 
married a beautiful young Lady of a dif. 
tinguiſhed Family, but without Fortune. 
Lord Rupert made frequent Viſits at his 
Houſe, and their Friendſhip ſeemed every 


Day to be gaining Strength ; nor did Earl T9 
Meredith neglect paying Viſits at Lord Ra- 
fert's, where he had frequent Opportuni- © 


ties of converſing with Miſs Gwinn, who 
had a peculiar Talent at rendering her Con- 
verſation entertaining: She was naturally 


'prghtly; ſhe inherited a great deal of Wit 
| | and | 
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(a) 
and gad Senf; and dad areas benen 
t Repartees.. She, in ſhont,. charmed Ear 
Meredith ſo much, that he was reſolved to 
make Teiat of his Skill and lay dt ge to his 
Fricgd's, Miſtreſs. 
This Reſolution however unjuſiifiable, 
Vet was Virtue in a high Degree gompared | 
tg the Reſolution, which Rupert took of at- 
tempting the Counteſs of Meredith ; this 
Lady, tho not © witty, yet had mare Dig 
nity in her Perſon, and more commanding 
Charms, than Miſs Gui; the was inno- 
cent and artleſs; ſhe was. farmed for Love, 
not for Intrigue ; and withaut any Deſign to 
captivate, was capable ofconferring the firm. 
eſt Chains a Lover can poſſihly wear. 

Lord Rupert ſaw how fond his; Friend 

| was.of Mils Guinꝝ, and by giving. him fre- 
quent Qpportunities of being alone with her, 
he removed all Suſpicions af Jealouſy, and 
entered with great Warmth: on his: Scheme 
. Treachery. Tho it cannot be deny d, 
that, betwixt theſe, two Nohlemen a fri 
Friendſhip ſubſiſted, yet how lender is the 
Band of Friendſhip when Love is a Party ? 
| and he who at another Time would have 
2 his: Life amd Fortune fot big 
F riend 


n 
Vaan, was now aſſidubus to "OY kim 1 | 
the moſt tender Point, to ifitroduce Ba- 


ſtardy into his Family, and baſely difhonout | 
his Bed. How violent muſt that Paffion. 

be, that can thus ſurmount Remorſe, and bid 
Defiance to all Principles of Honour ! But 
ſtrange as it ſeems, every Day's Experience 
demonſtrates the Truth of it; and he who 
has the Happineſs to poſſeſs a beautiful Wife, 
ſhould be extremely cautious who he ad- 
mits into Friendſhip, or truſt the Charmer 
of his Soul with fuch of his amorous Com- 


er from making any Declarations 


= as Regard for him, he imagines, wi 


* 


The Intimacy betwixt Lord Rupert and 
che Counteſs encreafed ; for ſhe found herſelf 
negledted by Earl Meredith, who dedicated ; 


moſt of his Time to his new Favourite; 


and, without any diſhonourable item 
the found her Heart fteal from her, a Ie 
itſelf, by flow Degrees, to Rupert. 


There is nothing a Wife can fo in Var 


as 2 6 ina Hukand ; it rouſes her Ina 
dignation, and often provokes to that Incon- 


cy which no other Confideration could 


Have excited her to, This almoſt proved the 
a” 0 _ Caſe 


An) 
Caſe of the Counteſs; for had not a A | 
been made, in all Probability Rupert wou 
have triumphed in his Friend's Diſgrace. 
$ A Letter was one Day ſent by Rupert to 
the Counteſs, inviting her to appear at the 
Ring, and inſiſted more peremptorily on her 
' complying, as he aſſured her, that Earl Me- 
redith was to ſpend that Evening in Compa- 
ny from whom he would not be ſoon diſen- 
gaged ; and concluded his Letter fo much 
in the Strain of a Lover, that a Husband, 
tho' not much ſubject to Jealouſy, could not 
help being alarmed, and beſtirring himſelf a 
little in honour of his Bed. This Letter 
fortunately fell into the Hands of Earl 
Meredith, who, conſcious of his own Beha- 
viour to his Lady, diſcovered no Reſentment. 
to her, but hurried to Rupert to u pbraid 
him for his Treachery, and to invite him to 
| the Field of Honour to clear himſelf of the. 
Imputation of a Villain. Rupert heard this 
without much Emotion, and turned the 
Confuſion again upon . Meredith, for ſup= 
| planting him i in his Miſtreſs's Eſteem. Me- 
redith produced the Letter ſent to his Lady, 


againſt which Rupert produced twenty of, 
* ſent to Miſs Gwinn, and inſiſted upon 


it, 


* 
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Rival, and earneſtly ſet about recovering the 


_ .- 4s} 
it, that he deſerved this Treachery for n ne- 
glecting ſo fine a Lady whom he had but 
lately made his Wife, and giving up his Af- 
fections to one from whom no Conſtancy 
could be expected. Meredith, upon hearing 
this, was deeply affected; he forgave his 


Affection of his own Lady, which by 
Coldneſs and Neglect on his Side, was prot | 
ty much weaned fm him. | 
Tho the Affair betwixt Lord Rupert 
with Earl Meredith was thus amicably de- 
cided, yet it was not altogether without 
ſome Diſadvantage to Miſs Grins Inter- 
eſt; for Lord Rupert, who had long been 


ſated with that Species of Enjoyment, be- 
haved to her with Reſerve and Coldneſs, 2 


ſufficient to indicate a total Alienation of 


bis AﬀeRtions ; and when the Conſidera- 
tion of her Inconſtancy was taken in, he 
was diſpoſed to relinquiſh his Miſtreſs, and 


leave her to the Chances of the World; 
nor was he long without carrying his Reſo- 


lution i into Execution. 


One Day after they had dined — 
together, and indulged the uſual Freedoms 


which a luxurious Meal excites, he took 


E " Occaſion + 


L. . 


(x) 
-Occafion to tell her, that poſſibly: chat would 
be the laſt Time he ſhould ever be ſo hap- 
py to poſſeſs her; for he had: reſolved to 
alter his Scheme of I 4 to commence 
Oeconomiſt, and -marry.'. 

This Declaration did not much ae 
Miſs Gwinn, for ſhe had Penetration o- 
nough to diſcern his Coldneſs, and doubted 
not but one Day or other a Separation 
would enſue. Well, my Lord; ſays ſhe, 
Jam no Stranger to the Heart of Man; I 
know when Appetite is cloy d, no Princi- 
ples are left to excite Conſtaney; and with 
Men of your Lordſhip's Complexion, the 

MꝰMxliotive of Eſteem has ſeldom any (Weight. 
Ik latter myſelf, J can never incuryour S. 
Contempt; for my Vanity whiſpers; that 
| there are many leis intellectual Miſtreſſes; 
but Iam above reproaching you; for as in 
your Conduct there. is no Perfidy, ſo on my 
part there ſhall be no Reffections: Your 
Lordihip may rove for a new Miſtreſs, and 
pardon me, if Itell you, that my Love for 
. - your Lordſhip was never ſo very violent, 

z but a few Weeks will obliterate all Traces 


3 of ' it, and a Bond of Oblivion may paſs * 
| 1 | 2 | twixt us. l | 


This | 


ported upon the Bounty of their Gallants. 


tions; would have ſtood perhaps ummoved 


(27). Oh 
This indifferent Behaviour ndt lite 
nettled Rupert; for few Men areſoexempt 
from Vanity, but they imagine their Per- 
ſons, Fortunes, or Underſtandings, have a 
Claim upon the Eſteem of the Ladies, eſpe- 
cially that Sort of them who condeſcend 
firſt to grant Favours, and then to be ſup- 


Rupert. was overcome: by Indifference, 
and wrought up to. a Reſalution, which no 
Tears nor Tenderneſs could have affected. 
Upon this Declaration had Miſs Guim 
fainted away, and, in the Accents of De- 
pair, bemoaned her unfortunate Stary: 
Rupert, who would have conſtrued it as 4 
Compliment to his Perſon and Qualifica- 


bat, when his Pride was touched, and his 
Vanity alarmed, he began to be ſorry that he 
had thus abruptly diſcarded — * with- 
out having the Pleaſure of one parting Sigh, 
He made Propoſals of Accommodation, and 
entreated Miſs Gw/7n not to leave him, or 
think of any other Way of Lite than * 


preſent. 9 
The Sagacity of the celebrated Copiirien | 


ſoon Ir to her, that accepting his 


EZ F Offer 


„ 

Offer was the moſt ready Way to mortify 
him, and indulge her own Pride at his Ex- 
pence: For no ſooner ſhould another Lo- 
yer -preſent himſelf, than ſhe reſolved, with 
flying Colours, to leave him, and ſecretly 
deride him for the Qddity of his Humour 
and fantaſtical (Reſolution, 

She had not lived long without an Op- 
portunity; for the gallant Earl Wilmer, 
whoſe Writings are well known to the diſ · 
ſalute Part of the World, and which have 
diffuſed their Poiſon thro! all Ranks of Life, 
ſoon came in her Way, and without ach: | 
Ceremony, made Offer of his Heart. This 
Lord, who, of all the amorous Characters 
of this luxurious Reign, was the moſt aban- 
doned:to Pleaſure, was aſſiduous to find out 
new Miſtreſſes; he lived but for Gratifi- 
cation, and tho he was too libidindus to 
have much Delicacy in his Poſſeſſion, and 
too much a Libertine to be awed by any o 
ther Conſideration, yet with the Advantage 
of Wit and Fortune, he found Means to 
deeoy more young Hearts, and wheedle 
Virtue from more Girls, than any. other 
ages in that f ra. The * 


(29) : 
ner of his getting Acquaintance with Net 
Gwinn is ſomewhat particular. 

One Day he ſaw her at the Ring, in 
Company with Lord Rupert, and began to 
admire her the Moment he ſaw her. He 
bribed Lord Rupert's Footman to give an Ac- 
count of the particular Conditions on which 
ſhe lived with his Maſter; the Manner of 
his firſt procuring her; her Temper and 
Inclination ; and particularly how ſhe ſtood 
affected to Love and Pleaſure. This Intel- 
ligence being procured, he ſet about intro. 
ducing himſelf to her Acquaintance. In 
| this Particular he was a. little embarraſled; 
for there was always a Reſerve betwixt him 
and Lord Rupert. © 


Minor, tho' a Wit, was a malicious vids ay” 


dicative Man; he could not bear a Rival in 
any thing; and, as he had a good Fortune, 
he never failed to rg his Reſentment 
with the utmoſt Rigour. 

- Rupert had taken . Kis Protedtion 
and Patronage one of the greateſt -Genius's. 
that ever was in the World, and unexcepti- 


enably' the Monarch of Wit in his owa: 
Age. This great Poet had incurred the: 
Un of H/ilmet, on no other account 
-F 2 * 


(5) * 
than the Sugeririty of his Abilities, nu 
\ the Succeſs of his theatrical Pieces; which; 
tho' always oppoſed by a Club of Snarlers 
of an oppoſite. Faction, yet broke thro' the 
moſt . forcible. Reſiſtance, and have de- 
ſcended to Poſterity with the utmoſt Eclat. 


This was the Reaſon why Rupert apd Wil- 
mot were no great Friends; for as u | 
loved and honoured Dryden, he could ex- 
pect nothing but Oppoſition. from a Man 
who dreaded and - hated him as a Rival. 

When it is conſidered how vaſt is the 
Diſproportion betwixt the Genius of this 
Nobleman and this illuſtrious Poet, it re- 
quired great Vanity in him ſo much as to 
thing of himſelf at the ſame time with any: 


Degree of Approbation, . when compated 


with Dryden. 
_ Works very fine Ballies of Fancy, à goad 
deal of Wit, à tolerable Shar gef Satire. 
and Harmony of Numbers; but in all 
theſe Reſpects, how much is he inferior to 
Dryden. Dryden was the firſt who po 
| ſhed Engliſb Verſe, and united Harmony! 
and Strength; Waller was muſical, but he 
was trifling; Wilmot was harmonious, but 
withaut Force. Dryden has more Ideas in 


_ 


[There are indeed in iHjẽαe . 


AA 
any the moſt trifling Page lie ever wiote, 
than the poetical Works of all our Quality- 
Writers put together There is a Poverty 
of Thinking, a Languor of Expreſſion, and 
and an Indelicacy of Flow in Reſcommon, 
and in Dorſet not the leaſt Appearance 9 
Poetry.” - © : - | 
The Cauſe of Wit has been little gel 
to our Men of Quality; few, very few ever 
were born with a Genius, and fewer ſtil 


have improved what they had from Na- 


ture. One cannot reflect without Indig- 
nation, that notwithſtanding their general 


Dulneſs, the Incenſe of Praiſe ſhould be 


offered up indiſcriminately to thoſe who 
have no Pretenſions to it, but the fortui» 
tous Advantage of Fortune, which in reali- | 

ty ought to confer no ſuch Privilege. 
May theſe Wits be Beggars for Life, who: 
can deſcend to ſordid Flattery, and beſtow 
all the Virtues under the Sun upon a Block- 


can conſtitute Greatneſs. This is betraying 
the Dignity of Intellect, is a Treachery 
in the. Cauſe of Wit, and whoever can be 
guilty of it, ſhould be Cold ri Dilgracs 

from human — 5 
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(32) 
Wilmot, wlioſe Character was that of 4 
- Libertine, did not ſcruple to deſcend to ti 
Meanneſs of bribing all the Servants in Ru-. 
pert's Houſe : He had learned the Affair 
that had happened betwixt Earl Meredith 
and him, and by theſe Means found, that 
decoying his Miſtreſs would be a Taſk of 
no great Difficulty. © He convey'd Letters 
to her, in which he made uſe of no leſs 4 
Name than that of his Majeſty, and told 
her, that he was authoriſed to make Propoſals 
from the King himſelf, who had frequently 
ſeen her, not without a ſecret Wiſh of a 
nearer Connection. | 
Whether this Re neeſentation was true or 
falſe, gave Miſs no great Trouble; for at 
all Events ſhe knew, it was but. changing 
one Keeper for another; beſides, The choſo 
to gratify her Pride 'by Wann Lord 
| Rupert. 
To the Place of Aſfignation the haſted, 
and there found that the Propoſals from his 
' Majeſty. were only mentioned as a Lure, 
» Wilmot made genteel Offers, and would have 
ſealed the Propofals by a legal Deed, or 
mutual Agreement, if Miſs had inſiſted on 


it; but ſhe was too penetrating not to know, 
that | 
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tans 


bound by no other Authority than Caprice, 
and however they might promiſe, they 
would never fulfil Engagements from any 
other Principle than Inclination, - Miſs 
Gwinn, without further Ceremony, threw 
herſelf into his Arms, and appeared with 
him next Day at the Ring, and was car- 
reſſed by his Lordſhip, not a little to the 
Mortification of Rupert, who witneſs 'd firſt 

her Indifference, and then experienced her 
Revenge in openly laughing at him in the 
Arms of his hated Rival. She found but 
little Comfort in the Embraces of this ſickle, 


luxruious, malicious Nobleman; at one 
Time he was all Fondnels, Rapture, and 
Good-nature; at another Time ſullen, diſ- 
contented, and ſometimes cruel; He was a 
Slave to. every new Face, and aft whatever 
Time he was diſappointed or affronted a · 


broad, he never failed to bring his Revenge 


home, and vent it in the bittereſt Manner 
againſt all his Domeſtics ; and, in theſe Fits, 
he did not ſpare even the Miſtreſs of his 
Boſom.. ; 
Our Bette bo w was a great Admirer 


| of Wit, .and was born herſelf with NO IN» 
F con- 


that People of bis Character were to be 7 


Igntereſt, to have the Objections removed, 


| 6340 
conſiderable Share of it, poſſeſſed Good-na- 
ture and ſotial Benevolence in the moſt emi- 
nent Degree. She could never ſuffer any 
one to want, whoſe Merit entitled them to 
Relief; and, in Point of Generoſity, there 
were few Ladies then at Court, who had 
any Pretenſions to be compared with her. 
Her Fault was a predominant Love of Plea - 
ſure, a Deſire of ſhining in a conſpicuous 
Sphere; but in recompence for Want of 
Chaſtity, ſhe united as many private Virtues 
as any Character in her Time. She had 
| heard one Day at the Play, that the emi 
nent Poet, juſt mentioned, was in Diſtreſs, 
by reaſon of a Tragedy he had offered to 
the Stage, being, from ſome capricious Con- 
ſiderations of the Lord Chamberlain, re- 
jected. She mentioned this Circumſtance 
to Wilmot,, and begged him to interpoſe his 


and the Play brought upon the Stage; but 
in this Suit ſhe was unſucceſsful. So far 
from com plying with it, he ſtirred himſelf 
to have Dryden diſcarded at Court, and re- 
commended an obſcure Man, one Crewn, to 

Write a Maſque, to be. repreſerited bofore 


5 their Ma eſties: For wich unnatural Act 
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. 
of Malice, to one of the greateſt o 
of the World, let his Name, like his 
Works, be for ever dedicated to Infamy. 
The interrupted Tranquillity with which 
Nell lived with Wine, diſpoſed her to think 
of him with Indifference; and indeed it 
cannot be deny'd, but, at certain Times, ſhe 
indulged herſelf with her particular Favour- 
ites, and paid little Regard to the Conſidera- 
tion of Conſtancy to a Man who was him- 
{elf incapable of it. 
Sometimes he was whole Weeks with- 
out holding any Commerce with her, and 
introduced abandoned Creatures to her Ac- 
quaintance, at whom ſhe had always an A- 
verſion ; and he only introduced them that 
he might mortify her, by taking them next 
Night into his Arms. 
Tho nothing can be more weak than to 
expect inviolable Fidelity from a Woman q 
who is paid for Proſtitution ; yet ſurely thoſe 
Men haye no Pretenſions to it, who do nat 
ſo much as conſider it as a good Quality, and 
give themſelves no Trouble to obſerve che 


Appearance of Decency, 
The Ducheſs of Beau, * was the 
reigning Toaſt of the Age, and, as few La- 
1 F 2 dies 
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(56) 


dies of Quality are, was perfectly kandfome, 
and in every Reſpe& a compleat Beauty, 


became enamoured with Lord Viſmot: She 


faw with Concern, that notwithſtanding his 


Indifference, and the Fickleneſs of his Tem- 
per, that he was more attached to Miſs 
Gwinn than any.other ; ; and how to produce 
an Alienation of his Affections to her, and 
ſettle them npon herſelf, was the i important 
Point i in Hand. | 

The Ducheſs of Beau was never very an- 


| Xious about-her Reputation ; ; ſhe had been 


early a Favourite at Court, and grown gid- 
dy with the Influence of her Power, the 
fell from the Height of Chaſtity, and con- 
tented he If with the Share of Beauty Na- 
gen her, without moch Trouble 

about exterior Decency, or internal Rectitude, 


She Was endowed however with a ſprightly 
Genius; her WE was flaſhy, and darted on 


the Mind with as much Force as her Eyes 


beamed upon a Lover; and ſhe added to 


Nature a great deal of faſhionable Reading. 


She had long indolged this Paſſion for Wil- 
5 ow and 2 Coincidence of Genius and * 
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(37) 
What Artifices will not a Woman prac 
tiſe to engage the Man ſhe loves! What 
Schemes: is ſhe not capable of executing! 
What a Variety of N will he en- 
counter! 

The Artifiee the Ducheſs fell upon to 
ſhake Wilmot's Affection for Nell, was 
ſomething ſingular enough. She had a 
Brother who tenderly loved her, who was 
one of the Beaux Eſprits of the Time, and 
who had Ferme many Feats in Gal- 
lantry. To this Brother the made Appli- 
cation, in an oblique Way, and artfully 
repreſented the ſuperior Charms and ſpark- 
ling Wit of Lord Wilms Miſtreſs; and 
gave him to underſtand, that it would hot 
require much Sollicitation to o make a Fl Con- 
queſt of her. 

The Brother, who was too Gu a 
ed with his Siſter's Incliriations, and at no 
Loſs to conftrue her Meaning, ſet about the 
Execution of her Scheme with the utmoſt 

Vigour; animated from a Principle of. 
Pride, as well as a Willingneſs to pro- 
mote a Match, if poſſible, betwixt his Siſter 
and Wilmot ; for the Ducheſs of Beau was 
then a Widow. He had frequent Interviews: 

| with 
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Faith to believe their Interviews were not 
altogether without Buſineſs. 

He wrote to her frequently, and had his 
Letters convey'd in ſuch a Manner, that 
they might fall into JY/iknet's Hand: For 
raiſing his Jealouſy, and conſequently pro- 
moting a Quarrel betwixthem, was the Point 
he had in view; but by ſome Means or other, 
they either never fell into his Hand, or made 
no Impreſſion on him if they did. He had 
learned, by one of Wilmet's Domeſtics, the 
Name of a Place to which his Mafter uſed 
frequently to retire with a'new/Fayourite, 
V4 which was no other thana Houſeof Intrigue, 
* where faſhionable er in thoſe Days 
| >. were,accuſtomed to carry 

To this Place did "this . Noblemun © 
retire, with Nell Gwinn, at the very Time 
chen Wilmot, with his Miſtreſs; was ex- 
pected; and ſa ſituated himſelf, that who- 
erer ſhould enter the Houſe, muſt neceſſa- 
rily obſerve them. According to his Wim 

it fell out; for when he was regaling him- 
ſelf with Nell over a Bottle, his Lordſhip 


entered, and tripping up Stairs to his uſual | 


with Miſs Gwinn, and it requires no great 


MY he Oe them full in the Face. 
The 
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The young Nobleman, who feigned Sar- 
prize, ſtarted from his Seat. My Lord, 
fays he, I know I have incurred your Dif. 
pleaſure, . by thus endeavouring to ſeduce - 
your Miſtreſs; I own it, and am ready to 
give you the Satisfaction of a Gentleman. 
The Lady ſhall not be injured on my Ac- 
count, You may command me, my Lord; 
Iam ready to anſwer in the Field: of Ho- 

nour, « And upon uttering this Expreſſion, 
he laid his Hand upon his Sword, and. put 


Ig on a Look of Defiance. 


This Conduct of the young Nobleman's 
ſo terrify'd Wilmot, who was a natural as 
well as a ſpeculative Coward, that he re- 
mained ſome Time without anſwering a 
Word. At laſt, when he had alittle reco- 

vered himſelf, he reply d, Poſſeſs her, and 
welcome, my Lord; I ſhall never fight for 
a Whore; take her home, my Lord; hence- - 
forth let her be yours: I have no Preten- 
fions to her; ſhe has not my Heart, and 
ſhall have no more of my Purſe. Much 
Good may you have of your Bargain. 

The Affair thus amicably derided, the 
Parties retired, Nel! with her new Lover, a4 
and FOOD with his Miſtreſs. But as all 

- © Cowards 
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Cowards are naturally cruel, ſo all Cowards 
are more or leſs malicious. Milnut began 
now to proſecute his Reſentment in Writ- 
ing ; and as he did not care to engage at the 
Sword, he handled his Pen, and wrote Sa- 
tires againſt Nell; ſome of whom are ſcat- 
tered in his Works, and give Indications of 
the keeneſt Reſentment. 
But tho the young Nobleman bad ſuc- 
ceeded in proculing a Miſtreſs, the Ducheſs 
had not as yet made any Progreſs with il. 
mot; nor by means. of this n: was 4 
Bit the more likely to ſucceed. 8 
The Ducheſs of Beau had all thor miſc 
taken Wilmot's Character. She imagined 
him ſo much the Slave of his ' Paſſions, 
particularly that of Love, that a Beauty 
need only appear before him, and captivate: 
But far otherwiſe was his real Character. 


His Love had its Foundation in an Appetite, 


unworthy to be the Baſis of a pure F lame. | 
Gratifications of the moſt ſenſual Sort were 
the Buſineſs of his Life; and he never gave 
. himſelf much Trouble in Courtihip: For 
this Reaſon he made but very faint Attacks 
upon the Ducheſs; for tho he could not 
but e her growing Inclinations for 


him, 
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him, yet he had not Penetration enough to 
ſee that the Conqueſt would have been eaſy: 
In this languid indifferent Situation did they 
live towards one another, till the Ducheſs's 
Hopes were entirely blaſted by Wilmet's 
Fall at Court, and the King's immediate 
Commands to have him baniſhed ; for ſuch 
was the Malevolence of his Heart, that the 
beſt- natured Monarch in the World could 
not eſcape his Satire and wicked Libels. 

His Lordſhip then took upon him the 
Character of 2 Mountebank and travelled - 
the Country as #Quack Doctor; in which 
Station his Lordſhip often declared, that 
he acquired more Knowledge of the World, 
more of the Workings of the human Heart, 
more of the Motives of. Action, and various 
Manners of Life, in that ſhort Space, than 
he had ever done at Court, where all wear 
Maſques, and N - as it is, is never dif- 
But while Diſgrace and ane are 4 
heaped upon the Head of Wihnce, a Prefer- 
ment and Renown __ in n for 2. og 
Miſtrefſs. 

The Ducheſs of Beau had huh erty a 
Favourite with King Charles the Second; 
. | G c who 
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who was undoubtedly Sentel e 
narch, one excepted, that ever filled the Eng- 
Iiſo Throne. As he was fond of the Ducheſs, 
fo he was like wiſe fond of her Brother, and 
frequently did him the Honour of a perſon- 
al Viſit ; but the young Nobleman, well ac- 
quainted with the King's Diſpoſition, took 
care, that he ſhould never, on theſe Occa- 
ſions, lay his Eyes on Nell Gwinn. 
One Day however, in ſpite of his Cau- 
tion, his Majeſty ſaw her, and that very 
Night poſſeſſed her. Her Lover carried 
bor to the Play, ata Time when he had not 
the leaſt Suſpicion of his Majeſty's being 
there; ; but as that Monarch had an Averfion 
to his Robes of Royalty, and was incumber- 
ed with the Dignity of his State, he choſe 
frequently to throw off the Load of King- 
ſhip, and conſider himſelf as a private Gen- 
| tleman. 
Upon this Occaſion he came to the Play, 
* znceg. and fat in the next Box to Nell and 
her Lover. As ſoon as the Play was finiſh- 
ed, his Majeſty, with the Duke of Neri, the 
young Nobleman, and Nell, retired to a 
Tavern together, where they regaled them- | 
ſelves gver a Bottle, and the King ſhewed 
ſuch 


68) 


fach Civilities to Ne// that ſhe began to un- 


derſtand the Meaning of his Gallantry. 
The Tavern-keeper was entirely igno- 


rant of the Quality of the Company; and 


and it was remarkable, that when the Rec- 
koning came to be paid, his Majeſty, upon 
ſearching his Pockets, found that he had not” 
Money enough about him to diſcharge it, 
and aſked the Sum of his Brother, who was 
in the ſame Situation: Upon which Nell ob- 
ſerved, that ſhe had got into the pooreſt _ 
Company that ever ſhe was in at a Tavern. 


The Reckoning was paid by the young 


Nobleman, who, that Night, parted both 
with his Money and Miſtreſs Such were 
the Gradations, by which this celebrated 
Courtezan roſe to the Eminence of an 
Imperial Miſtreſs ; and in that Situation it 
- muſt be owned, of all this Prince's Fa- 
vourites, ſhe was both the moſt prolific and 
the leaſt offenſive to the jarring Intereſts of 
the Court, or Country. She obſerved an _ 
Evenneſs of Conduct, and behaved with ſo 

much Mildneſs, that none were her Ene- 
mies who were Friends to the King ; and 
none ever n her, but the malevolent 
8. No 
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roſe to this high Sta» 
| "9 naturally benevolent, 


No ſooner haf 
Station, but her 


overflowed in þ * Kindneſs to diſtreſſed 
Merit. 4 
The celeb Muthor of Hudibras had 
been long a ent at Court; he wrote 
a Poem whiz *Xquilitely pleaſed Charles 
the Seconq; E he carried it always 1 in his 
Pocket, d to quote it . almoſt on 
every Occ ver, as it was an habitual 
Maxim ol ce, never to think twice 
of one TI Er regard his Promiſe, ex- 


cept 5 May it was to promote ſome Scheme 
of Pleaſure, he forgot the Indigence of the 
Author, while he was m Raptures with his 
Poem ; and tho', in the. early Part, of his 
Life, he was- educated in the School of 
Diſtreſs, yet he did not, in his Proſperity, 
* retain the leaſt Remembrance of the pun- 
gent Gripes of Poverty. If he had a Mo- 
ment reflected on the Cravings of Hunger, 
which he himſelf muſt have felt in the 

Royal Oak, the Fatigue and Terror he un- 
derwent when flying from the Perſecution 
of an infamous Rebellion, he would natu- 
rally have relieved a Poet from the Inſolence, 
of perfeeuting Creditors, who Pay no Re- 


gard 
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gard to any Species of Merit, and raiſed 
3 from the abject Situation of a ſtarving 


I behalf of this Gentleman, Nell fre- 
quently remanſtrated, and repreſented his 
Story and Circumſtances with the utmoſt 
Warmth to his Majeſty. In the imme- 
diate Hours of her Miniſtry, ſhe often men- 
tioned him, but was ſtill ſo unlucky as to 
* beunſucceſsful. — Firmly reſolved to ſerve 
Mr. Butler, for whoſe inimitable Wit ſhe 
had the greateſt Veneration, ſhe applied to 
Duke Villiers, who then was at the Head of 
Taſte, and was capable independent of 
his Majeſty's Intereſt, to provide for him : 
After long Solicitation, ſhe prevailed on his 
Grace to grant .an Interview to Mr. Bu- 
fler,, and on Mr, Wycherly, who was a Fa- 
vourite with the Duke, to introduce him. 
Mr. Wycherly, who was well acquainted with 
the great Merit, as well as Diſtreſs, of Butler, 
readily embraced the firſt O ner of 
promdting his Friend. Y 

They at laſt had a Meeting, — as Buther * 
was a great Maſter of Converſation, and had 
amoſt engaging Addreſs, tho much embar- - 
raſſed by Modeſty, ſo upon that Occaſion 
he 
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he remarkably exerted himſelf. The Con- 
verſation was brilliant, and the eritical Mo- 
ment approaching when Mr. Wycherly in- 
tended to addreſs the Duke in his Friend's - 
| Behalf, their Hopes were daſhed to Pieces 
at once, by the Duke's ſuddenly departing 
the Room, in conſequence of having ſeen a 
Pimp of his trip by with à Brace of Fe- 
males he N ſecured for his Grace's Plea- 
ſure. | 
T This infamous Creature was a « Bard, 
devoted as a Miniſter to Duke Villiers Ap- 
petite, and by an untimeous Appearance at 
this Tavern, was the Occaſion of breaking 
off his Maſter's Interview with Butler; by 
which the poor Man continued in Indigence, 
and went down to the Grave under the Load 
of Poverty. One cannot upon this Occa- 


|  fion forbear conſidering the Conduct of this 


generous Courtezan, in contradiſtinction to 
that paltry Wretch who threw Diſgrace 
upon his Title, by ſabmitting to the moſt 
ſervile Baſeneſs, to which a human Crea- 
ture can poſſibly. fink. = | 

Another Act of Generoſity, which 


5 ad the Character of this Lady above any 


Oourtezan in thoſe or any other Times, was, 
her 
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her Solicitude to effect the Inſtitution of the 
Chelſea Hoſpital. One Day, when ſhe was 
rolling about Town in her Coach, a poor 
Man came to the Coach-door folliciting 

Charity, who told her a Story (whether true 
or falſe is immaterial) of his having been 
wounded in the Civil Wars, in defence of 
the Royal Cauſe; this Circumſtance great- 
ly affected the benevolent Heart of Miſs. 
Gwinn ; ſhe conſidered, that beſides the 


Hardſhip of thoſe being expoſed to Beg» 
gary, by Wounds received in defence of 
their Country, that it ſeemed to be the moſt 
monſtraus Ingratitude in the Government 
to ſuffer thoſe to periſh who ſtood in their 
Defence, and. ſcreened them from the moſt 
hazardous Attempts of Patriotiſm. | 
Warm with theſe Reflections, and in the 
Overflow of Pity, ſhe hurried to the King, 
and repreſented the Miſery in which ſhe had 
found an old Servant, and entreated that he 
might ſuffer ſome Scheme to be propoſed 
to him, towards ſupporting thoſeunfortunate 
Sons of Valour, whoſe old Age, Wounds, or 
Inficmities, render'd them-unfit for Service, 
ſo that they might not cloſe their Days 
with 
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wits Repinings againſt Fortune, and be op- 
preſſed with the Miſery of Want. | 

This Obſervation ſhe communicated to 
Perſonages of Diſtinction, who were pub- 
lick-ſpirited enough to encourage it; and to 
Nell Gwinn is now owing the comfortable 
Proviſion which is made for decayed Sol- 
diers, and that agreeable Retreat they find 
at Chelſea, | 
This celebrated Lady, notwidiftanding 
her unexpected Riſe and Exaltation, never 
once betray d the leaſt Pride or Inſolence 
towards her Inferiors, nor ever deſired to 
be looked upon with more Reverence on 
account of her e Arms of a Mo- 
narch. 

One Day, as the was driving ina Coach 
to Whiteball, her Coachman, who refuſed 
to give Way to another Coach, in which 
was a Lady of Quality, engaged in a Quarrel 
with his Brother Driver, who had the Aſ- 
ſurance to tell his Antagoniſt, that there was 
a great Difference betwixt them, for that he 
| had the Honour to drive a Counteſs, while 
his Lady was neither more nor leſs than a 
More: Upon this inſolent Behaviour, Nella 
Coachman Ny belaboured the Fellow, 

and 
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and taught him to his Experience, to poliſh 
his Stile. When Nell inquired at the Coach- 
man the Cauſe of the Quarrel, the Fellow 
bluntly anſwered, Becauſe, Madam, he cal- 
led you a Whore.— Go, you Blockhead, 
faysſhe z never fight again in ſuch a Cauſe, 
nor risk your Carcaſe but in the Defence. 
of Truth, 

This frank Declaration to her Conchman 
cannot, I think, , be accounted glorying in 
her Wickedneſs; for however ſhe might be 
convinced, that the Character of a Wife is 
more honourable than that of- a Miſtreſs - 
yet ſhe knew it was in vain for her to give 
herſelf Airs, for all the World already err 
the Sphere in which ſhe moved. 

When Nell communicated this Story to 
his Majeſty, he laughed very heartily, and 
ſaid, Oddsfiſh, (a cant Phraſe often uſed by 
that merry Monarch) 1 find, Nell, thee'rt 
not aſhamed of thy Profeſſion. Nell took 
then an Opportunity of recommending her 

Coachman to a Place; in which ſhe ſuc- 
ceeded; and this is perhaps the firſt In- 
ſtance of any Advantage that ever was got 
by fighting for a Woman. 
FRET 3 | H | - O f 
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Of all King Charles Miſtreſſes, Nel was 
undoubtedly the leaſt offenfive to the con- 
tending Parties; ſhe never engaged in any 
Diſputes ; ſhe raiſed no Enemies byher Am- 
bition, and loſt no Friends by her Inſolence; 
ſo far was ſhe from drawing afide the King 
from an Attention to his Affairs, that ſhe often 
excited him to Diligence; and in the Hours 
of Dalliance would drop a Hint, that if ever 
he ſhould fall into Diſtreſs, he might thank 
his Ladies for it. One Day when he had 
been ſtruggling in the Council, and torn to 
Picces by the Multiplicity of Petitions pre- 
ſented to him for Redreſs, the outrageous 
Behaviour of the Minifters, and the fierce 
Contentions of the Parliament, he retired 
into Nells Apartment very penſive, and 
deemed entirely under the Influence of Grief: 
She took the Liberty to aſk his Majeſty the 
Cauſe of his Diſorder :— O Nell! ſays he, 
what ſhall I do to pleaſe the People of Eng- 
land? I am torn to Pieces by their Cla- 
mours. If it pleaſe your Majeſty, ſays ſhe, 

there is but one Way left, which Expedient 
Jam afraid it will be difficult to perſuade 
you to embrace. What is that? ſays his 


Majeſty, in a Tone that denoted Curioſity.— 
Diſmiſs 
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Diſmiſs your Ladies, may it pleaſe your 
Majeſty, and mind your Buſineſs ; the Peo- 
ple of England will ſoon be pleaſed. 

This Obſervation, the Truth of which 
the King could not but acknowledge, ſtruck 
him; but, as Nell conjectured, fo it fell out; 
for he never in his Life had Reſolution 
enough to diſcharge one Miſtreſs, however 
troubleſome to the Nation, or expenſive to 
himſelf, This good-natur'd Prince was 
never more delighted than to have Truth 
told him in a pleaſing facetious Manner; 
and as Nell was ſenſible of this, ſhe fell upon 
a Number of Expedients to divert him, and 
at the ſame time put him in mind of his 
Affairs. 

During the Troubles that were : raiſed by 
his Son Monmowth's Quarrel with the Duke 
of Nr, his Majeſty, who loved both his 
Brother and Son with the utmoſt Tender- 
neſs, behaved with ſo much Indifference 
and Negligence in that Buſineſs, thar it was 
with great Difficulty he could be perſuaded 
to attend the Council, or diſpatch any Af- 
fairs whatever, 

One Day when the Council had met, 
and waited long for his Majeſty's Appear- 
H 82 - ance, 
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ance, one of the Lords came to the Apart- 
ment of the King, but was refuſed Admit- 
tance ; he complained to Nell of this unſuf- 
ferable Dilator ineſs, upon which ſhe laid 
a Wager with the Nobleman, of a hundred 
Pounds, that, that very Evening ſhe ſhould 
fall upon a Scheme that would bring him to 
the Council: — She ſent for K/kegrew, a 
Character fo well known in thoſe Times, 
that none of our Readers can be ignorant of 
his Station; and deſired him to dreſs him» 
{elf in Boots, and in every Reſpect as if he 
was going a Journey, and enter the King's 
Apartment without Ceremony. Killegrew 
immediately engaged into her Scheme, 
equipped himſelf, and entered the Apart- 
ment, As ſoon as his Majeſty ſaw him, 
What, Killegrenw are you mad? why, 
where are you going? Did not I order, 
that no body ſhould diſturb me? I don't 
mind your Orders, not I, fays K/legrew; and 
Jam going as faſt as I can. — Why, where, 
, Gays his Majeſty ? where are you going? 

Going, why, to Hell, ſays Killegrew. To 
Hell] and what to do there? ſays his Majeſty. 

To ich up Oliver Cromwell from thence, . 


lays 


1 
ſays he, to take ſome Care of the national 
Concerns, for I am ſure your Majeſty takes | 
none. 


This Expedient, concerted by Nell 


Ginn, and executed by Killegrew, had the 


deſired Effect; for he immediately went to 
the Council, and, as long as he could bear 
the Badges of Royalty, continued with 
them. 

This Prince, of all our Britiſh pr 
had the leaſt of a King in his Nature; no- 
thing.gave him ſo much Pain as to be ob- 
liged, for a few Hours, to wear the Robes 
of Regality: They ſat uneaſy upon him, 
and he was too much the finiſhed Gentle- 
man to ſupport the unnatural Stiffneſs and 
Dignity which thoſe veſted with ſovereign | 
Authority in Prudence ſhould ſupport. In 
this Particular he differed much from his 
Father, as well as in almoſt every other” 
Point of kingly or moral Character. His 
Father, as Lord Clarendon obſerves, kept 
State to the utmoſt ; he was not to be ap- 
proached without Ceremony, and ſeldom 
condeſcended to any Freedom even with 
his Favourites; his Father was in his mo- 
ral Character perfectly chaſte ; ſo great an 

| Ob- 
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Obſerver and Lover of conijugal F idelity, 
ſays his Lordſhip, that when he found the 
oppoſite Vices in any Perſonages about 
Court, if he did not uſe the Freedom to re- 
prove them, he at leaſt diſmiſſed them from 
his Service. How oppoſite to this was the 
Character of his Son; luxurious, eaſy, indif- 
ferent, and heedleſs? He was born with as 
great Abilities as his Father, but wanted his 
Diligence, his Patience, his Intrepidity. 
He poſſeſſed a graceful Perſon, and was fo 
much Maſter of Politeneſs, that he could 
pleaſe a Petitioner more in refuſing a Fa- 
vour than his Father could in granting it. 
His Father did every thing as a King, he 
did every thing as a private Gentleman, and 
could put on ſo complacent a Counte. 
' nance, and an Air ſo courtly and engaging, 
that it was impoſſible to approach him 
without loving him. 

Of all the Tricks that was practiſed upon 
this merry Prince by this facetious Courte- 
zan, the following is one of the moſt extra- 
ordinary. She had by ſome Means got No- 
tice, that his Majeſty intended to go out 
with ſome of his Favourites at Court, in the 


cha of a private Gentleman, on a re- 
joicing 
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joicing Night, to. reconnoitre the Houfes 
of Pleaſure, and to ſee Life as it really 
is, without Grimace or Diſguiſe. The 
Brother to the Ducheſs of Beau, with 
whom ſhe ſtill lived in Friendſhip, tho' not 
in Pleaſure, was to be one of the Party. 
She applied to him to put in practice an Ex- 
pedient, which ſhe imagined would for 
ever cure his Majeſty of any further noc- 
turnal Ambulations. His Lordſhip con- 
ſented, and communicated. the Propoſal to 
the other Perſonages who were to attend 
him in this Expedition, who all readily a- 


greed to it. 
The appointed N ight came, and away 


they ſteered their Courſe to one of the moſt 
noted Houſes of Intrigue in Town; one of 
the Party provided ſome acute Girls, who 
were no Strangers to the Town, and well 
inſtructed in their Profeſſions; he told 
them, that they need be under no Alarm 
of Danger, but, if poſſible, to pick the King's 
Pocket of all the Money he had about him; 
and, as ſoon as Dalliance was over; to come 
away and leave him. This they all agreed 
to; and tho' they were not let into the Se- 
cret, that their Paramour was to be the 

| | King, 


ns _ 
King, yet they were all anxious to be the 
choſen Girl with whom this Perſonage was 
to intrigue. The one his Majeſty pitched 
upon, was luckily the beſt qualified for the 
Purpoſe; and while he was indulging him- 
{elf unreſervedly with her; ſhe, by a hap- 
Py Execution, ſtript him of his Money, 
and, as ſoon as poſſible, retired : | The reſt 
of the Noblemen the mean while deſerted 
him; and his Majeſty, for ſome Hours, 
waited their Return with Patience, which, 
at laſt, however, was quite exhauſted, — 
He called to pay, but what was his Dilem- 
ma when upon ſearching his Pockets, he 
found his Money gone, he called up the 
| Landlord, and told him his Misfortune; that 
one of the young Ladies with whom he had 
been concerned, had effectually eaſed him of 
his Money; and that he could not poſſibly 
pay him. He remonſtrated with the Land- 
lord in this Manner, but in vain : He would 
hear no Reaſon; he told him he had been 
frequently bilked under ſuch Pretences ; 
that he would have his Money; and that 
he ſhould not ſtir a Foot out of his Houſe 


till it was paid, 
This 


657) 

This Obſtinacy reduced the King to an 
Extremity; he knew not what to do; to 
diſcover himſelf, he knew, would be im- 
prudent and ineffectual, for the Fellow 
would not believe it. Thus bullied by a 
notorious Bawdyhouſe-keeper ſtood the 
Britiſh Monarch, perhaps in as great Diſ- 
treſs, however comical, as ever he was in in 
his Life. 

Driven to the laſt chift he offered to the 
Landlord to leavea Ring in pledge for the 
Reckoning, who told him, that he was no 
Judge of Rings; that it being late, no Jew- 
eller was up ; and that he would have his 
Money. His Majeſty again-urged him to 
knock up ſome Jeweller: to examine the 
Ring, and at laſt prevailed on the —_— to 


do ſo. 


No ſooner did the Jeweller lay Dyes on 
it, but he ſtarted, ſeemingly much alarmed, 
and asked him who he had got in his 
Houſe, for that no Perſon but one in the 
Nation could afford to wear ſo rich a one. 
I don't know who he is, not 1; anſwered 
the Bully; he's a tall black ugly looking 
Son. of a B — who has got no Money 


= 7 - +. 


(86) 
in his Pocket, 1 has offered this ** in 
pledge for bis Reckoning. 

Hold your Chat, ſays the Jeweller, that 
Perſon muſt be the King. Excited by Cu- 

rioſity, the Jeweller accompanied the Bul- 
ly to the Houſe, to ſatisfy himſelf as to 
the Owner of the Ring; and as ſoon as he 
came into his Majeſty's Preſence, he fell 
down on his Knees, for he knew his Ma- 
jeſty. 
The Bully upon this, cooled i in his Cou- 
rage, and asked his Majeſty a thouſand Par- 
dons, who far from inſulting him, facetious- 
ly asked him, whether the Ring would not 
bear another Bottle. The Joke thus ended, 
and the King went Home, but ever after 
bore ſome Reſentment towards .the young 
- Nobleman, who had reduced him to that 
dangerous Dilemma. 

He found out by ſome means or other, 
that the whole was a Plot of Nell Gwim's, 
and that ſhe alone was the Contriver of the 
Scheme. He called her into his Preſence 
upon hearing this, with a Reſolution to 
diſcover his Anger to her, for fo bold an 
Act of Imprudence; but he had ſcarce 
mentioned the Affair, till his Reſentment 

| Was 


| (59) 

was difarmed by her Repartees, and the 
irreſiſtible Eloquence of her. Eyes ; 3 for as 

he loved a Joke of all things in the World, 

ſo he was more diſpoſed to bear it from 
a Miſtreſs he doated on, than any other. 
That Nell Gwinn was faithful to His 
Majeſty during the Time ſhe lived with 
him, cannot, I think, be doubted, if it is 
. conſidered, that ſhe was of all his Miſtreſ- 
ſes the moſt prolifick, which. ſeldom hap- 
pens to be the Caſe with thoſe who wan- 
tonly indulge themſelves in Proſtitution 
with every handſome Fellow that comes in 
their Way; and that all Writers of that 
Age, who have mentioned this Courtezan, 
have not charged her with a Breach of it; 
a Circumſtance which Malice, and Ill-na- 
ture would not have omitted, if there had 
been any Foundation for the Charge, 

That His Majeſty had a Regard for Nell 
Gwinn, appears ſtrongly in his laſt Mo- 
ments, when he deſired his Brother not to 
let poor Neil ſtarve. | 

Aſter the Death of His Majeſty, Net fell 
into Obſcurity ; the Buſtle at Court, the 
political Cabals, the Contention betwixt 
the Popiſh and Proteſtant Intereſts, quite 


engaged 


5 d Aeta af the Publick, and 
it from ſuch Subjects as Nell. 
2 the Remainder of her Life; ſhe li- 
out in Retirement, and in that Situation 
there is no-Accoupt of her Behaviour. 
She was @ Lady of diſtinguiſhed Ta- 

t ſhe united Wit, Beauty and Bene- 
volence, and if ſhe deſerves Blame for 
want of Chaſtity, there are few who chal- 
ſuch laviſh Encomiums for other 
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